United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OK COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O.IfcK 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223JJ-1450 
www.usplo.gav 



APPLICATIONNO. 



PILING DATE 



first named inventor 



ATTORNEY DCXKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/047.130 



01/15/2002 



Dave Van Dyne 



7590 



03/07.2005 



Bruce Day 
Martin Pringle et al 
6900 College Blvd 
Suite 7 10 

Overland Park, KS 66211 



97-460 



4244 



EXAMINER 



ART UNJT 



YAO, SAMCHUANCUA 

H 



PAPER NUMBER 



1733 

DATE MAILED: 03/07/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO90C (Rev. 10/03) 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

Address : COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
RO. Box 1460 

Alexandria, Vrginia 2231 3-1450 



APPLICATION HOJ 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR/ 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONTROL NO. 




PATENT IN REEXAMINATION 





EXAMINER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER 



20050217 



DATE MAILED: 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or 
proceeding. 



Commissioner for Patents 



See the attachment sheet. 




Primary Examiner 
Art Unit: 1733 



PTO-90C (Rev.04-03) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/047, 1 30 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1733 

ATTACHMENT 

The reply filed on 01-03-05 is not fully responsive to the prior Office Action because of 

the following omission(s) or matter(s): since a CPA practice has been eliminated 

effective 07-14-03, any request to file a CPA (on or after that date), the Office will 

automatically treat the improper CPA as an RCE of the prior application (identified in the 

request for CPA) under 37 CFR 1 .1 14. It should be noted that, Applicants cannot file an 

RCE to obtain continued examination on the basis of claims that are independent and 

distinct from the claims previously claimed and examined as a matter of right (i.e., 

applicant cannot switch inventions). See 37 CFR 1 .145. Any newly submitted claims 

that are directed to an invention that is independent and distinct from the invention 

previously claimed will be withdrawn from consideration and not entered. See 

subsection VI. below. An RCE is not the filing of a new application. Thus, the Office will 

not convert an RCE to a new application such as an application filed under 37 CFR 

1.53(b) or a continued prosecution application (CPA) under 37 CFR 1.53(d). MPEP 

706.07 (h). For these reasons, since Counsel has canceled all process claims while 

leaving only non-elected apparatus claims, the reply filed on 01-03-05 is not fully 

responsive. See 37 CFR 1.111. Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona 

fide, applicant is given ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of 

this notice, whichever is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in 

order to avoid abandonment. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY BE 

GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Chuan C. Yao whose telephone number is (571) 



Application/Control Number: 10/047,130 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 1733 

272-1224. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday with second 
Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Blaine Copenheaver can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 156. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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